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TWO PEACE ANNIVERSARIES. 

The Christian Arbitration and Peace Society of Phila- 
delphia held its anniversary for business purposes at Phila- 
delphia, Feb. 26. George Dana Boardman, D. D., is 
President, and John B. Wood Secretary. It is proposed 
to send the Secretary on a European trip this spring, to 
represent and push International Arbitration abroad. A 
public meeting was held in Washington, D. C, by this 
Society in conjunction with the Arbitration League of 
Washington. We regret to learn of the serious illness of 
Dr. McMurdy, the able Secretary of the latter. 



PEACE MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 

The Christian Peace and Arbitration Society held its 
public anniversary in Washington, D. C, March 4. The 
capacious Church of the Covenant, where the meeting 
was held, was about two-thirds filled, and among those 
present were Secretary Windom, Postmaster General 
Wanamaker, Senator Sherman, several members of the 
Senate and House Conmittees on Foreign Relations, a 
number of the delegates to the Pan-American Conference, 
some of the members of the British, Chinese and Corean 
legations, and the Haytian minister, all of whom took 
a deep interest in the proceedings. 

Rev. Dr. T. S. Hamlin, pastor of the church, conducted 
the devotional exercises, after which he stated the object 
of their coming together and much desired to see the so- 
ciety successful. He then introduced Justice Harlan of 
the United States Supreme Court, as the presiding officer. 
In accepting the honor conferred he admitted his 
ignorance of the work of the society, but heartily indorsed 
its principles and purposes. He had received upon un- 
disputed authority the statement that within the last 
ninety years in Europe and America, 5,000,000 human 
beings have died through wars. He heartily favored 
peaceful arbitration in the settlement of differences 
between the nations, but Rev. George Dana Boardman, 
D. D.,of Philadelphia, president of the society and the 
leading speaker of the evening, was fully posted and 
qualified to speak upon the subject, and he presented that 
gentleman to the audience. 

Dr. Boardman delivered a long and able address. We 
have space for only a few extracts : 

"A nation is a person. Society is a moral organism, 
corresponding to the physical organism, which we call 
the body with its members. It follows that war, whether 
domestic or foreign, is social self-maiming. Indeed, it is 
just because we persist in conceiving society as a mechani- 
cal structure or at best a voluntary compact, rather than 
a physical organism, that we also persist in resorting to 
outward mechanics rather than to inward sympathy as our 
means for settling human quarrels. In fact, war is the 
culminating instance of making what St. Paul calls 
'schism in the body,' that is, rending asunder human 
society. 

"No man can go beyond me in profound honor and 
reverence for the patriotism which has led so many noble 
men to give their lives for their country in the years gone 
by. Nevertheless we are living under the Government 
of Almighty God. 

"The world has had enough of that ; we should go for- 
ward. War, foreign as well as civic, is as though the 
right foot should kick against the left, or the left hand 
should amputate the right. In fact, it is war which is the 



real stupidity ; it is peace which is the real sagacity. Be- 
lieve me, the time is fast passing by when thoughtful men 
will any longer cherish the sentimental tradition and bar- 
barous fancy that a question of national honor can really 
be settled by an appeal to gunnery, however elaborate. 

"But, if we believe that right and honor and truth are 
in their nature spiritual instead of carnal, then let the 
weapons of our warfare be also spiritual, not carnal ; so 
shall we become mighty before God to the casting down 
of strongholds. In brief, I nowhere read in the New Testa- 
ment of a beatitude for the warrior. But I do read of the 
beatitude for the peacemaker : 'Blessed are the peace- 
makers, for they shall be called sons of God.' Peace — 
why, it is the very watchword of Christianity itself, its 
Divine Founder beginning His earthly career with the peace 
salutation of Bethlehem, and ending it with the peace 
valediction cf Olivet. 

"Here, then, I take my stand as a Christian man. 
Solemnly believing that the policy of my Divine Master 
is a policy of peace, I as solemnly believe that my 
Divine Master is summoning earth's nations to a policy 
of disarmament. How they shall effect this disarmament 
— whether suddenly or gradually, whether separately or 
simultaneously — I do not presume to assert. But I do 
presume to assert, unhesitatingly and unqualifiedly, that 
the time has come when the nations should commit them- 
selves openly to the policy of disarmament." 

The speaker made a lengthy reference to the manner in 
which he believed that this great change could be brought 
about, and in concluding said : 

"God be praised, the signs of the times are auspicious. 
Note for example, the significant peace-address of the 
Secretary of State on the occasion of his opening the 
Pan-American conference in this city, and Senator Sher- 
man's concurrent resolution. 'To invite international 
arbitration as to differences between nations.' How 
blessedly significant also such modern expressions as 
these : 'International law ;' 'comity of nations ;' 'world's 
fairs ;' ' international congresses' for securing a common 
standard of time, of distance, of weight, of money, of 
signals ; a universal alphabet, and the like. As a matter 
of fact, Christianity — that is to say, Christ's character 
and manner — is the disarming force of the nations, the 
undying principle of mankind, bridging the rivers of 
languages, tunnelling the mountains of caste, dismantling 
the fortress of races, incorporating all human varieties 
into the one majestic temple body of humanity." 



UNIVERSAL PEACE CONGRESS, 1890. 

At the close of the Paris Congress held last June, 
it was resolved that another gathering of peacemakers, 
without distinction of creed or country, should be held 
this year. London has been selected as the place. 

An Executive Committee consisting of Hodgson Pratt, 
Chairman ; W. E. Darby, J. F. Green, Joint Secretaries ; 
Walter Hazell, Treasurer ; W. H. Sands, F. Moschelles, 
George Gillett, W. B. Braithwaite, Thomas Snape, F. 
G. Cash, Mrs. E. M. Southey and Miss Mills, has been 
appointed to take all the steps necessary to render the 
Congress successful. A circular will be sent out shortly 
to all known Societies in Europe and America, inviting 
them to co-operate, and offering a hearty welcome to 
such of their members as may be able to be present. 
The committee say: "It is desired that, so far as our 
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foreign visitors are concerned, a temporary home may be 
found them with several of our London friends ; and the 
Hon. Secretaries of the Committee, Mr. Evans Darby 
and Mr. J. Frederick Green, hope to receive offers of hos- 
ptality for our visitors." 

The circular will also suggest that the several Societies 
should invite one or more of their most competent members 
to prepare papers on the subjects included in the programme 
of subjects to be discussed at the Congress. As regards 
this latter, an outline has already been prepared and is 
now in the bands of the Executive Committee. Later on 
in the year, the latest date for sending in communications 
will be announced, as adequate time must be given for 
selection and classification. Members of Arbitration and 
Peace Societies, English and Foreign, are invited to send 
suggestions and to apply for information. Letters should 
be addressed to the Hon. Secretaries above named at 47, 
New Broad Street, E. C. 

The exact date of the Congress will be announced so 
soon as the date of meeting of the Inter- Parliamentary 
Conference has been settled ; for it is thought desirable 
to hold the one immediately before the other, as many 
Members of Parliament will desire to attend both gather- 
ings. 

The United States should be fully and ably represented 
at this Congress, as well as at the Parliamentary Congress 
which is to follow. The arrangements for the latter will 
especially devolve on one Society, the International 
Arbitration League, of which W. R. Cremer, M. P., is 
the efficient Secretary. His address is 23 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London, W. C. 



A WORLD'S PEACE CONGRESS AT ROME. 

Such is the suggestion of both English and Continental 
friends of peace" Paris, 1889 ; London, 1890 ; Rome, 
1891 ; Washington or Chicago, where the World's Expo- 
sition will be located in 1892. Surely such suggestions 
as the above contain food for thought. Is the world's 
history moving in a circle? Is civilization coming back 
to its cradle to start on a new and regenerated life, — the 
central idea of which shall be the brotherhood of man, 
and the brotherhood of nations. 



PEACE DEPARTMENT OF THE W. C. T. U. 

Mrs. Hannah J. Baiky, Superintendent of the Peace 
Department of the W. C. T. TJ., kindly sends us her in- 
teresting report for the second year of operations. 
Nineteen States have taken up this department. Two 
monthly papers, The Acorn and The Pacific Banner, are 
issued. Five thousand calendars were sent out at the 
beginning of the present year, illustrating by contrasted 
pictures the nature of peace and war. Tracts, leaflets, 
Bible readings and concert exercises, to the number of 
114,000, were circulated. A delegation was sent to the 
Paris Peace Congress. One thousand documents were 
circulated and a Peace Banner placed on exhibition at the 
World's Exposition. Mrs. Mary A. Woodbrids;e has 
been secured as a lecturer in this department. She has 
spoken in nineteen educational institutions and given in 
all thirty lectures. The work of Sarah W. Collins in 
New York, Hannah W. Blackburn in Ohio, Mrs. R. M. 
Jones in Maine is recorded with special interest and 
commendation. 



Mrs. Bailey concludes her admirable report with the con- 
fident assurance: "The time is approaching apace when 
the bloodless fight against national evils now prevailing, 
shall be rewarded by victory in the name of the Lord, the 
Prince of Peace." 



THE STATE AND THE SERMON ON THE 

MOUNT, BY DR. MAGEE, BISHOP OF 

PETERBOROUGH. 

The position taken is expressed in these propositions 
in the Fortnightly Review : 

"1. That it is not possible for the State to carry out, 
in all its relations, literally, all the precepts of Christ, 
and that a State which attempted this could not exist for 
a week. 

"2. That if it were possible to do this, the result 
would be a perfectly intolerable tyranny." 

The essence of the Bishop's argument in support of his 
use of these assertions to uphold defensive war, turns on 
the following principle in regard to the State : 

"In whatever form it can exist it is always a trustee. 
The essential idea of a State is that of sovereignty held 
on trust for the common weal ; and to this trust, for the 
sake of which it exists, it is morally bound to be unfail- 
ingly faithful." 

It is well urged, in Messiah's Kingdom, that "it can 
never be a breach of trust on the part of statesmen to 
obey the law of God, for 'righteousness exalteth a nation, 
but sin is a reproach to any people.' To squander mill- 
ions of the country's money upon the freeing of the West 
Indian slaves would have been a gross breach of duty, if 
our rulers were simply entrusted with the nation's 
property ; as it was, they were nobly vindicating England's 
right to be called Christian." 

To what authority, it may be asked, does the "moral 
obligation" look, of which the Bishop speaks, as binding 
the State to fulfil its trust? Whatever answer a secularist 
might give to this question, surely a leader of any Chris- 
tian body must needs admit, that the sanction of all 
authority is the divine will. As he well argues, it is the 
spirit rather than the letter of the divine commands that 
should be sought to be obeyed ; and the spirit of our 
Lord's commands is clearly against all wars. Does not 
even the Old Testament warn men against the doom of 
those "nations that forget God"? 

£t is true that to use force on behalf of the State to 
compel men to follow fully all the precepts of the Sermon 
on the Mount would be tyrannical. But so far as the 
duty oi those who represent the State in its government 
is concerned, their moral obligation is, as truly as that of 
any others, to "do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with their God." So far as this is not done, it is a fail- 
ure of duty ; that is all. And this failure is not neces- 
sary. 



We are living under the Government of Almighty God ; 
and one of the fundamental principles of that Govern- 
ment is progress. Accordingly, what may have been 
relatively right in the past may be absolutely wrong in 
the future. For we must distinguish between absolute 
truth, or truth as it exists unconditionally in the infinite 
mind ; and relative truth, or truth as it appears to our 
finite minds, now under this set of conditions, now under 
that set. — 07. D. Boardman. 



